The following questions describe the scope of this paper. When 
lively debate has arisen around the healthy-years equivalents (HYEs) advanced in 1989 by Mehrez and Gafni.'-' A conclusion of this paper is that the claims of these authors regarding HYEs do not stand scrutiny.
All the discussions of HYEs in the literature have assumed the von Neumann-Morgenstern theory of expected utility, so this paper also does so in the main body of the text.10 Therefore, it first explains the general expected-utility theory. Quality-adjusted life years (QALYs) are described as a specified version of expected utility, and general principles for the choice between general and specified models are explained. &dquo;Counterexamples&dquo; and &dquo;preference reversals,&dquo; advanced by Gafni et Utility independence. By utility independence, the indifference in figure lb is implied by the indifference in figure la. The preference in figure lc is discussed by Mehrez and Gafni.
of the life duration that is combined with.* By normalization, V(M) = 
